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A PA  R.  GENESIS 

to  the  Prince. 


I 

LO  here  (brauc  Youth ) as  zcale  and  dutiemoue, 

I labour  (though  in  vaincj  to  find  fome  gift 
That’s  worthie  of  thy  greatnelle,and  my  loue : 

But  whil’ft  my  felfe  aboue  my  felfe  I lift, 

And  would  thebefl:  of  mine  inuentions  proue, 

I Hand  to  ftudie  what  fhould  be  my  drift: 

Y et  this  the  greateft  approbation  brings. 

Still  to  a Prince  to  fpeake  of  princely  things. 

2 

When  thole  of  the  firft  age,  that  carft  did  liuc 
In  (hadowie  woods,  or  in  a humide  caue5 
And  taking  that  which  th’earth  vnforc’d  did  giue, 

Would  pay  but  that  which  Naturesnced  did  crauej 
Thenbeafls  fuch  numbers  did  ofbreath  depriue: 

They  following  ^Amfhion  thole  retires  did  leaue; 

Who  with  harmonious  founds  brought  them  together. 
That  each  in  danger  might  aiTift  another. 

Then  building  walles,  they  barbarous  rites  difdain’d, 

The  fiveetnefle  of  locietie  to  find, 

And  all  t’attainethat  th’vnion  entertain’d. 

As  peace,  religion , and  a vertuou;  mind : 

That  fo  they  might  haue  reftleffe  humors  rain’d, 

Their  liberties  with  lawes  they  ftraight  confin’d: 

And  of  the  better  fort  t!ic  bell  prefer’d. 

To  chaffife  thole, again!!  the  lawes  that  err’d. 
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A Par^nefts  to  the  Prince, 
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I wote  not  if th’ambitious  that  afpir’d. 

Ore  many  realities  to  make  rhemfelues  a rightj 
Or  if  the  worlds  dilbrders  (b  requir’d. 

That  then  had  put  Ajlraa  to  the  flight; 

Or  if  t’vvas  fome  whole  vertucs  were  admir’d, 

And  eminent  in  all  the  peoples  fight, 

That  mou’d  peace-louers  for  to  reare  a throne, 

And  giue  the  key  es  of  life  and  death  to  one. 

5 

When  as  that  dignitie  did  firft  begin, 

T’was  proper  to  each  prouince  and  teach  towne; 

And  as  when  F orth  doth  from  Benlewmond rin, 

Shee’s  poore  of  waters,  naked  of  renowne: 

But  taking  T eath,  ^Alltn,  and  Douen  in. 

Doth  grow  thegreater  ftill,  the  further  downe, 

Till  that  abounding  both  in  power  and  fame, 

She  ftriues  with  th’Ocean,who  Ihould  brooke  the  name, 

6 

Euen  fo  thole  foueraignties  that  once  werefmall. 

Still  fwallowing  vp  the  nearefl:  neighbring  Hate, 

With  a deluge  of  men  did  th’earth  appall  : 

And  thus  th’Egyptian  pharaohs  firftgrew  great- 
Thus  did  th ’Affjrians  make  (o  many  thrall; 

And  thus  the  Romaines  rear’d  th’Imperiall  feate- 
And  thus  all  thole  greatStates  to  worke  haue  gone, 
Whofe  limits  and  the  worlds  were  all  but  one. 

7 

But  lie  not  plunge  in  fuch  a ftormie  deepe, 

That  neither  hath  a bottome,  nor  a iliore- 
But  in  the  dull  lie  let  thole  allies  llecpe. 

That  cloath’d  with  purple  once  th’Earth  did  adore, 
Of-them  Icarce  now  a monument  we  keepe, 

That  haue  fo  thundred  in  the  world  before. 
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F/tr^nefis  to  the' Fr face* 

Their  dates  that  by  a numbers  mine  (lood, 

Were  founded  and  confounded  both  with  blood, 

8 

If  I would  call  antiquitie  to  mind, 

I might  me  for  an  endleffc  taske  prepare. 

But  what?  ambition  that  was  cuer  blind, 

Did  get  with  toilc  that  which  was  kept  with  carej 
And  all  thofe  mightie  Monarchies  we  find 
Their  falles  were  fa  mouses  their  rifings  rare: 

And  euer  fincc  thvnconftant  world  began, 

All  that  by  vice  was  loft,  which  vertue  wan. 

9 

Yet  regifters  of  memorable  things. 

Would  helpe  (great  Prince) to  make  thy  iudgement  found, 
Which  to  the  eye  a perfed  mirrour  brings. 

Where  all  fhould  glade  themfolues  that  would  be  crown’d: 
Seeke  out  a (lage  where  th’adors  all  are  Kings, 

The  parts  heroickc,and  the  end  renown’d; 

Which  whilft  thou  in  thy  cabinet  doft  fit, 

Is  worthy  whiles  t’amufe  thy  growing  wit. 

10 

And  do  not, do  not  now  the  meanes  omit 
To  match  the  time  that  comes  with  it  thats  by. 

Since  Hiflorie  may  leade  thee  vnto  it, 

A pillar  whereupon  good  fprites  rely- 
The  table  of  all  times, the  nurce  of  wit. 

The  fquare  of  reafon,and  the  minds  cleare  eye, 

Thatfleades  th’vndanger’d  Reader  through  huge  harmes^ 
Who  (lands  as  i were  fecure  amidft  th'alarmes. 
ii 

N or  is  it  good  oucr  braue  mens  liues  to  wander, 

As  one  that  at  each  corner  (lands  amaz’d  : 

No,  labour  like  fome  one  thy  felfe  to  render, 

Who  to  the  height  of glorie  hath  bene  rais’d. 
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\y(  Pdrtnefis  to  the  Prince. 

So  Scipio  Cyrue^Cdfdr  Alexander , 

And  that  great  Pince,  chos’d  him  whom  Homer  prais’d: 
Or  make  (as  which  is  recent  and  beft  knowne) 

Thy  fathers  life  a patterne  of  thine  owne. 

12 

Yet  looking  great  mens  liues  this  much  impaires 
The  profit  that  that  bencfite  imparts, 

While  as  tranfported  with  prepofterous  cares: 

To  imitate  but  fuperficiall  parts, 

Some  for  themfelues  frame  of  their  fancies  fnarcs. 

And  fliew  what  follic  doth  orc-fway  their  hearts: 

For  counterfeited  things  do  ftaines  imbracc- 
And  all  that  is  affe&cd  hath  no  grace* 

All  thofe  that  of  thofe  outward  things  take  hold3 
Do  (how  by  that,  they  can  no  higher  win. 

So  to  referable  Hercules  of  old, 

CMark  Antonie  would  bcarc  the  Lions  skin- 
Andth’heircof^/r/^^ir/itstold, 

Would  fuch  a courfe(though  to  his  fcome)  begin, 
Who  to  feeme  like  his  father  that  was  deadr 
Would  nuke  himfelfe  to  lifpe  and  bow  his  head. 

No,  who  would  rightly  follow  fuch  as  thofe, 

Mud  of  the  better  parts  apply  the  powers ^ 

And  as  th’induftrious  Bee  adub’dly  goes 
To  feize  vpon  the  beft,  fhunne  bafer  flowers: 

So  where  thou  doft  the  greateft  worth  difclofe, 

To  compafle  that  beprodigall  ofhourcs, 

And  ftudie  not  (o  much  to  feeme,  as  be: 

N or  feeme  not  for  to  know  that  which  we  fee. 

15 

And  to  refcmblethy  renowned  Syre, 

Thou  haft  not  to  affe<ft  no  (lender  things: 


But 


A ?nr<tntfis  tt  the  Prince. 

But  matchlefle  vertues  that  all  minds  admire , 

Whole  treafure  to  t’his  realmes  great  comfort  brings : 
T’attaineto  thole  (thou  Race  ofkings)  afpire. 

That  they  may  yeeld  thy  fame  immortall  wings.- 
And  like  the  Eaglets  prouing  thus  thy  kind. 

Thou  art  both  his  of  bodicand  of  mind. 
i(5 

Ah,  be  not  thole  mod  milerable  foules, 

That  for  to  fine  their  judgements  ncucr  ftriue, 

N or  will  not  looke  vpon  the  learned  fcroules, 

That  do  experience  to  th’vnpradis’d  giuej 
Bur,  whilft  bafe  flouth  each  better  care  controules. 

Are  dead  in  ignorance,  entomb’d  aliuc  i 

Twixt  liich  and  beafts  the  difference  is  but  Imall: 

They  vie  not  realbn,  beafts  haue  none  at  all. 

17 

O diuinc  trealurc,that  the  belt  fort  loues. 

Life  of  the  Ibule,  reformer  of  the  will, 

Clcare  light,  that  from  the  mind, each  cloud  rcmoucs; 

Pure  fourcc  of  vertue,  phifickc  for  each  ill; 

That  in  prolperitie  a bridle  proues. 

And  in  aduerfitie  a pillar  ftill: 

Of  thee  the  more  men  get,  the  more  they  craue; 

And  thinke  the  more  they  get,  the  lelfc  they  haue. 

18 

But  if  that  knowledge  be  requir’d  of all. 

What  (hould  they  do  this  trealiire  to  obtaine. 

Whom  time  doth  promilc  in  a throne  t’ enftall, 

Where  they  by  it  of  all  things  muft  ordained 
If  it  make  thole  who  by  their  birth  were  thrall. 

As  litlc  kings,  whil’ft  ore  thcmlelues  they  raigne; 

Then  it  muft  makc,when  it  hath  throughly  grac’d  them. 
Kings  more  then  kings, and  like  to  him  that  plac’d  them. 
19 


k_A  PartneJIs  to  the  Prince, 
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This  is  a gricfe  that  all  the  worl d bemones, 

Whilft  thofe  lacke  iudgement  that  are  borne  to  iudge, 
And  like  to  painted  tombes,  or  guilded  ftones, 

Are  for  th’affli&ed  people  no  refuge. 

Kings  are  their  kingdomes  hearts, which  tainted  once, 
The  bodies  ftraight  muft  die,  in  which  they  lodge: 
And  thofe,  by  vvhofe  example  many  fall, 

Are  guiltie  of the  murder  of  them  all. 

20 

The  meanes  that  beft  make  maieftie  to  ftand, 

Are  lawes  obferu’d, good counfels brought tef¥e<ft: 
The  Crovvne  the  head,  the  Scepter  deckes  the  hand: 
But  onely  knowledge  doth  the  thoughts  ere<ft. 

Kings  fhould  excell  all  them  that  they  commaund. 

In  all  the  parts  that  do  procure  refped: 

And  this  a way,  to  what  they  would,  prepares. 

Not  onely  that  its  good, but  that  it  s theirs. 

21 

Nor  (hould  they  (eeke  refpe&for,to  procure 
With  loath'd  tyrannicke  dcedes,and  guards  moftleud. 
So  T^erod. id,  yet  could  not  foaflu re 
The  brangling  Diademe  with  blond  imbrude; 

Noras  thePcrfian kings,  that liu'd obfcure. 

And  of  their  fubiedls  rarely  would  be  view’d. 

So  one  of  them  was  fecretly  orethrowne, 

And  in  his  place  the  murthrer  raign’d  vnknowne. 

21 

N o,  onelygoodnefle  doth  beget  regard, 

And  equitie  doth  great  eft  glorie  win* 

To  plague  for  vice,  and  vertue  to  reward; 

That  which  they  would  haue  done,  for  to  begin: 

This  is  t authorise  a powerfull  guard. 

And  makes  a Princes  praife  ore  all  to  rin; 


VVhofe 


A Partnefts  to  the  Prince. 

VVhofclife  his  fubietfts  law,  clear’d  with  his  deeds. 
More  then  InJUnianst oiles,  good  order  breeds. 

23 

All  thofe  that  ore  th’vnbaptiz’d  nations  raign’d, 

By  barbarous  cuftomes  fought  t’cngender  feare. 

And  with  a thouland  tyrranies  conftrain’d 
All  them  that  they  fubdude  their  yoke  to  beare: 

But  thofe  whom  great  Jchoua  hath  ordain’d, 

Aboue  the  Chriftians  lawfull  thrones  to  reare, 

Muft  feeke  by  worth  to  be  obeyd  by  loue, 

So  hauing  raign’d  below  to  raigne  aboue. 

24 

O happie  Htnr  'tc^ that  art  highly  borne. 

Yet  beautifieft  thy  birth  with  fignes  of  worth. 

And  though  a child, all  childifh  toyes  doeft  fcorne, 

To  (how  the  world  thy  vertues  budding  forth. 

Which  may  by  time  this  glorious  yle  adorne. 

And  bring  eternall  Trophees  to  the  North: 

While  as  thou  doeft  thy  fathers  forces  leade. 

And  art  the  hand, while  as  heis  the  head. 

25 

Thou  like  that  gallant  thunderbolt  of  warre. 

Third  Edwards  (bnne,that  was  fo  much  renown’d, 

Shalt  (hine  in  valour  as  the  morning  ftarre, 

And  plenifh  with  thy  praife  the  peopled  round. 

But  like  to  his,let  nought  thy  fortune  marre. 

Who  in  bis  fathers  time  did  die  vncrown’d. 

Longliue  thy  Syre,(b  all  the  world  defires; 

But  longer  thoujfo  natures  courfe  requires. 

2 6 

Although  time  once  thee  by  thy  birth-right  owes, 

Thofe  facred  honors  that  men  moft  efteeme, 

Yet  flatter  not  thy  felfe  with  thofe  fairefhowes, 

Which  are  not  altogether  as  they  feemej 
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Wnofe  burd’nous  waight  the  bearer  but  orethrowes. 
That  could  before  of  no  fuch  danger  deeme. 

Then  if  not  arm’d  in  time  thou  make  thee  flrong, 
Thou  dofl  thy  felfeand  many  a thoufand  wrong. 
27 

Since  thou  mufl  manage  fuch  a mightie  date. 

Now  border’d  but  with  th’Ocean  and  the  skies* 

Then  euen  as  he,  who  iuftly  was  cal’d  Great, 

Did  ( prodigall  of  paines  to  fame  farife) 

With  both  the  parts  of  worth,  his  worth  dilate, 

As  learn’d  as  valiant,  and  as  flout  as  wife: 

So  now  let  ^Arijlotle  lay  the  ground, 

Whereon  thou  after  may  thy  greatneffe  found. 

28 

For  if  addi&ed  to  a bafe  repofe. 

Thou  didft  (as  thou  cfoft  not)  mif  fpend  thy  prime^ 

O what  a faire  occafion  would’ft  thou  lofe. 

Which  after  would  be  rued,  though  out  of  time:’ 

N ow  to  a vertuous  courfe  thy  thoughts  difpofe. 
While  fancies  are  not  glu’de  with  pleafureslime. 
Thofe  that  their  youth  fa  little  paines  engage, 
Acquire  great  eafe  vnto  their  perfect  age. 

19 

Now  is  it  time  with  magnanimious  parts, 

To  (hew the  world  what  thou  pretend’d:  to  be, 

And  for  fimprint  in  all  the  peoples  hearts, 

That  which  thou  would’fl  they  fhould  expedl  ofthee* 
That  fo  preoccupied  with  fuch  deferts, 

They  after  may  applaud  the  heau  ns  decree: 

When  that  day  comes,  which  ifit  come  too  foone. 
Then  thou  and  all  this  Ifle  would  be  vndone. 

30 

And  otherwife  what  trouble  fhould’ft  thou  find, 

Iffirfl  notfeiz’dofall  thy  fubic&sloue:’ 


A Partnefis  to  the  Prince . 

To  deale  with  diuers  humors, and  to  bind 
Perchance  feme  mal-contents  thy  courfe  t’approue? 
For  then  a number  would  fufpend  their  miTid, 

As  doubting  what  thou  afterward  might’ft  proue. 
And  when  a Realm es  affedlions  thus  are  cold, 

Of  that  aduantage  forreiners  take  hold. 

31 

I graun  t in  this  thy  fortune  to  be  good. 

That  art  t’inherit  luch  a glorious  Crowne, 

As  once defcendcd  from  th’annointcd  blood. 

That  oft  hath  fild  the  world  with  true  renowne* 

The  which  ftill  on  the  top  of glorie flood. 

And  not  fo  much  as  once  feem’d  to  looke  downe; 

For  who  thy  branches  to  remembrance  brings, 
Count  what  he  lift,  he  cannot  but  count  kings. 

32 

And  pardon  me/or  I muft  paufe  a while. 

And  at  a thing  thats  worthy  to  b’admir’d: 

Since  thofe  from  whom  thou  com’ft  raign’d  in  this  yle, 
Lo  now  of yeares  euen  thoufinds  are  expir’d- 
Yet  nonecould  there  them  thrall,nor  thence  exile. 
Nor  neuer  fail’d  the  line  fo  much  defir’d. 

The  hundreth  and  feuenth  parent  liuing  free. 

May  leaue  a neuer-conquer’d  crowne  to  thee. 

33 

Nor  hath  this  onely  fortun’d  but  by  chance. 

Of  alterations  then  there  had  benefome: 

But  that  great  Progenie, which  ftill  did  glance. 

Would  fo  prefage  the  thing  that  was  to  come. 

That  this Vnited  ylefhould  onceaduance, 

And  by  the  Lion  led,all  Realmes  orecome: 

For  ifit  kept  a little  free  before. 

Now  hauing  much  no  doubt  it  muft  do  more. 
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34 

And  though  our  nations  long,I  muft  confefle. 
Did  roughly  woo  before  that  they  could  wed. 
That  but  endeeres  the  vnion  vve  poftefle. 

Whom  Fief  tune  both  combines  within  one  bed.* 
All  th’ancientiniuries  this  doth  redrefle. 

And  buries  that  which  many  abattellbred. 

A difcord  reconcil’d  (if  wrath  expire) 

Doth  breed  the  greateft  loue  and  moft  entire. 

35 

Of  Englands  CM  Ark  had  it  bene  the  chance 
T’haue  made  King  philips ather  of  a fonne. 

The  haughtie-minded  Spaniards  pride  t’aduance, 
All  Albions  beautie  had  bene  quite  orerunnej 
Or  yet  if  Scotlands  CMarie  had  heir’d  France, 
This  yle  to  Hue  in  thraldom e had  begunne: 

Of  which,ifthataftrangerbrooktapart, 

That  would  to  take  the  other  mcanes  impart. 

36 

Thus  were  we  from  two  dangers  twife  preferu’d, 
When  as  vve  feem’d  without  recouerie  loft. 

As  thofe  that  from  their  freedome  freely  fweru’d, 
And  fuffred  ftrangers  of  our  bounds  toboft: 

Yet  were  we  for  this  happie  time  preferud, 

And  but  to  hold  it  deare  a little  croft, 

That  of  the  Stuarts  might  th’vndantcd  race, 
Dominions  equall  with  their  minds  imbrace, 

37 

Of  that  bleft  progenie  th’experienc’d  worth. 

Hath  of  the  people  a conceit  procur’d, 

That  from  the  race  it  neuer  can  go  forth, 

But  as  hereditary  is  thought  affur’d: 

Thus  (fonne  of  that  great  monarke  of  the  N orth) 
They  are  t obedience  happily  inur’d, 


A Pann efts  to  the  Prince. 

0 re  whom  thou  art  expeded  for  to  raigne, 

To  bauc  good  anceftors  t’is  a great  gaine, 

38 

He  thatby  tyrannichis  throne  doth  reare. 

And  difpolTdTe  another  of  his  right, 

VVhofe  panting  heart  dare  neucr  trufthis  care; 

For  being  odious  in  the  peoples  fight, 

Whilft  heboth  hath  and  giucs great  caule of  feare. 
Is  lpoyling  all, at  laft  Ipoil’d  of  the  light: 

And  thole  that  are  defended  of  his  blood, 

Ere  that  they  be  beleeu’d,muft  long  be  good. 

39 

Yet  though  we  feitisan  eafie  thing. 

For  fuch  a one  his  ftate  for  to  maintain?, 

Who  being  by  his  birth-right  borne  a King, 

Doth  with  the  countries  loue  the  crowne  obtain?, 
The  lame  doth  many  toconfufion  bring, 

Whilft  for  that  caule  they  care  not  how  they  raigne. 
0,neuer  throne  eftabifli’d  was  fo  furc, 

Whole  fall  a vitious  Prince  might  not  procure. 
40 

Thus  do  a number  to  deftrudion  runne: 

And  fo  did  T arqttin  once  abule  his  place, 

WTho  for  th’infamous  life  he  had  begunne. 

Was  barf  d from  Rome, and  ruin’d  all  his  race. ' 

So  he  whofe  father  of  no  King  was  lonne. 

Was  father  to  no  King, but  in  dilgrace 
From  Stale  banilh’d  with  the  peoples  hate, 

Did  die  in  Corinth  in  a bafe  eftate. 

And  as  thatMonarke  merites  endlefte  praile, 

, Who  hath  firft  founded  lome  rcnown’d  Empire- 
So  all  the  world  with  Icornefull  eyes  may  gaze 
O n their  degener’d  ftemmes  that  might  afpire, 
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As  hailing  greater  power  their  power  to  raife, 

Yet  of  their  race  the  ruine  do  confpire, 

And  for  their  wrong- fpent  life  with  fhame  do  end: 
Kings  chaftis’d  oncc,they  get  no  time  tamend. 
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Thofethatrepofingon  their  princely  name. 

Can  neuer  giue  themfelues  to  care  for  ought. 

But  for  their  pleafures  euery  thing  would  frame. 

As  all  were  made  for  them, and  they  for  nought. 

Once  th’earth  will  fpoile  their  bodies, men  their  fame. 
Though  whild  they  Hue, all  for  their  eafe  be  wrought- 
And  thofe  conceits  on  which  they  do  depend. 

Do  but  betray  their  fortunes  in  the  end. 
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^his  (elfe  conceit,doth  fo  the  iudgement  fmoke, 
f hat  when  ought  well  fucceeds  with  fome  through  it. 
They  on  the  fame  with  great  affe&ion  looke. 

And  fcorne  th  aduife  of  others  to  admit. 

Thus  did  braue  Charles  the  lad  Burgundian  Duke, 

Deare  buy  a battell  purchas’d  by  his  wit, 

, Who  euer  after  truding  to  the  lame, 

Was  brought  vnto  confufion  and  to  /hame. 
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O (acred  coun(ell,quinteflenceoffoules; 

Strength  of  the  common-wealth, that  chaines  the  fates, 
And  euery  danger  ,erc  it  come,  controules- 
The  anker  of  all  realmes,daffe  of  all  dates, 

O fure  foundation  that  no  temped  foules. 

On  whichare  builded  glorious  workes, great (eates: 

If ought  with  tho(e  fucceed  that  (corne  thy  care, 

Its  but  by  chance, and  drawes  them  in  a fnare. 
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Thrifehappieis  the  King, that  hath  the  grace 
To  chufc  a counfell  whereon  to  rely, 

That 
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That  loueshis  perfon,and  refpe&s  his  place, 

And  like  Arijfidesc an  whiles  caft  by 

All  priuate  grudge, the  publicke  cares  f embrace, 

V oide  of ambition, hatred  or  enuie5 

And  that  they  be  not  to  betray  their  feates, 

The  partiall  Pcnfioners  offorreine  ftates. 
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N one  fhould  but  thofe  of  that  graue  number  boft, 
Whofe Hues  haue long  with  many  vertues glauncd. 
As  Rome  refpe&ed  the  Patritians  moft, 
TheNobles(ifthemfelues)fliould  firftbaduanc’d* 
Y et  in  fuch  fort  that  others  haue  not  loft. 

All  hope  to  rife, then  worth  would  notb’enhauned: 
For  painefull  vertuein  her  courfe  would  tire. 
Were  not  (he  hopes  f haue  honor  for  her  hire. 
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But  fuch  as  thofe  a Prince  fhould  moft  efehue. 

That  dignities  do  curioufly  affedi; 

Who  doth  for  any  publike  charge  purfue, 
Hemufthauefomeparticularrefpedh 
They  fliould  be  godly ,prudent,fecret,  true, 
Ofwhom  a King  his  Counccll  ftiould  eredt; 

And  he,whilft  they  aduifo  of zeale  and  loue, 
Should  not  the  manieft,but  the  beft  approue. 
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There  needs  a great  diferetion  for  to  know, 

To  ballance  each  opinion  in  his  mind: 

But  ah  this  doth  the  iudgement  oft  orethrow. 
While  as  he  comes  within  himfelfe  confin’d,  * 

And  of  the  Senate  would  but  makea  (how. 

For  to  confirmethat  which  he  hath  defign  dh 
As  one  that  onely  hath  whereon  to  reft. 

For  counfellers  his  thoughts, their  feate  his  breft. 
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But  what  auailes  a Senate  in  this  fort, 

Whofe  pow’r  within  the  Capitoll  is  pent? 

A blaft  of  breath  that  doth  for  nought  import, 

But  mocks  the  world  with  th’vnperform’d  intent: 

Thole  are  the  councels  that  great  ftates  fupport. 

Which  neuer  are  made  kno wne  but  by  th’euent, 

Not  thofc  where  wile  men  matters  do  propole, 

And  fooles  thereafter  as  they  pleafe  d ilpofe.  . 
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N or  is  this  all  that  ought  to  be  requir’d 
In  this  allembly, that’s  the  kingdomes  (oule, 

That  with  a knowledge  more  then  rare  inlpir’d, 

A common  wealth  like  Pktees  in  a fcroule 

They  can  paint  forth;meanes  mull  by  them  b’acquird, 

The  torrent  of  dilbrder  to  controule. 

And  arming  with  authoritic  their  lines, 

To  a<ft  with  iuftice  that  which  wit  defignes. 
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Great  Emprcfle  of  this  vniuerlall  frame, 

The  Atlas  on  whole  Ihoulders  States  are  ftaid. 

That  fway  ft  the  raines  that  all  the  world  do  tame. 

And  makes  men  good  by  force  with  red  arraid, 

Dilorders  enemie,virgin  without  blame. 

Within  whofe  ballance  good  and  bad  are  weigh’dj 
O loueraigne  of  all  vertues,without  thee 
Nor  peace, nor  warrecan  entertained  be. 
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Thou  from  confufion  all  things  haft  redeem’d: 
Th’aflemblyof  th’Amphidions  had  bene  vaine, 

And  all  thole  Senates  that  were  moft  efteem’d, 

Wer’t  not  by  thee  their  councels  crown’d  remainej 
And  all  thole  la  wes  had  but  dead  letters  feem’d. 

Which  Solon  or  Lvcurgus  did  ordaine. 

Wer’ 
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Wert  not  thy  fword  made  all  alike  to  die; 

And  not  the  vveake,  while  as  the  ftrong  fcap’d by* 
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O not  without  great  caufe  all  th’Ancicnts  did 
Paint  Magiftrates,  that  were fcxplane the lawes, 

Not  hauing  hands,  fo  briberie  to  forbid. 

Which  them  from  doing  right  too  oft  withdrawes: 
And  with  a veile  the  Iudges  eyes  were  hid, 

Who  fhould  not  fee  the  partie,  but  the  caufe. 

Gods  Deputies  that  his  tribunall  reare , 

Should  haue  a patent,  not  a partiall  eare. 
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The  lacke  of  Iuftice  hath  hugeeuils  begun. 

That  by  no  meanes  could  be  repair’d  againe. 

The  famous  Sire  of  that  more  famous  fonne, 

For  whom,  while  as  he  fleeping  did  remaine. 

One  did  appeale,  till  that  his  fleepe  was  done.* 

And  whom  a widdow  did  difeharge  to  raigne, 

Bccaufe  he  had  not  time  on  plaints  fattend. 

Did lofe his  life  for fuch  a fault  in  th’end. 
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This  Iuftice  is  the  vertue  mofl  diuine. 

Which  fhowes  kings  like  the  King  of  kings  inclin’d, 
Whole  fure  foundations  nought  can  vnderminc. 

If  once  within  a conftant  breft  confin’d: 

For  otherwife  (lie  cannot  clearely  fhine. 

While  as  the  Magiftrate  oft  changing  mind. 

Doth  whiles  aduance,  and  whiles  is  flow  to  ftrike. 
And  being  fuggefted,  is  not  ftill  alike. 
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Vfe  mercic  freely,  Iuftice  as  conftrain’d.* 

Th’one  muft  be  done, though  th’other  be  more  deare: 
And  whiles  the  forme  may  make  the  deed  difdain’d, 
Whilft  Iuftice  tafts  of  Tyrrannie  too  ncare: 
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O ne  may  be  iuftly , yet  in  rage  arraign’d, 

Whilft  reafon  rul’d  by  paifions  dothappeare. 

O nee  Socrates , becaufe  ore-com’d  with  ire, 

Did  from  corre&ingone  (till  calm’d)  retire* 
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Thofe  that  want  meanes  their  anger  to  aflwage. 

Do  others  oft,  whiles  rob  themfelues  of  breath. 

Fierce  Valentinian  furfetting  in  rage, 

By  burfting  of  a veinc  did  bleed  to  death : 

And  Theodoftus  (till,  but  then  thought  fage, 

Caus’d  murther  thoufands  being  drunke  with  wrath, 

Who  to  preuent  the  like  opprobrious  crime, 

Caus’d  ftill  fufpend  his  edi&s  for  a time. 

53 

All  th’a&ions  ofa  vertuousking  proceed 
Forth  from  the  fburce  of a paternal!  loue, 

T o chaftife  or  cherifh  as  Realmes  haue  need, 

For  which  he  more  then  for  himfelfe  doth  moue* 

Who  many  a millions  eafe  that  way  to  breed. 

Makes  fometime  fbme  his  indignation  proue. 

And  like  to  codrus , cares  not  death  t’ embrace, 

If  for  the  countries  good,  and  peoples  peace. 
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This  Ladie,that  fo  long  vnarm’d  hath  ftray’d, 

Now  holds  theballance,  and  doth  draw  the  fword, 

And  neuer  was  more  glorioufly  array’d, 

Nor  in  fhort  time  did  greater  good  affoord. 

The  ftate  that  to  confufion  teem’d  betraid. 

And  could  of  nought  but  blond  and  wrongs  record. 

Now  freed  from  trouble  and  inteftine  rage. 

Doth  boaft  for  to  reftore  the  golden  age. 
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Thus  doth  thy  father  (generous  Prince)  prepare 
A way  for  thee  uttaine  t’immortall  fame. 

And 
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And  layes’the  grounds  of  great neffe  with  fitch  care. 
That  thoujmaift  build  great  workes  vpon  the  fame. 
Then  fince  thou  art  to  haue  a field  fo  faire. 

Whereas  thou  once  maift  eternize  thy  name, 

Begin, while  as  a greater  light  thine  fmothers. 
And  learne  to  rule  thy  felfe,  ere  thou  rul’d  others. 
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For  ftill  true  magnanimitie  we  find. 

Doth  harbor  foone  in  an  Heroickebreft. 

T o match  MiltUdes , whofe  glorie  fliin’d. 

Them! flock s (a  child)  was  rob’d  of  reft. 

Yet  ftriue  to  be  a Monatkeof thy  mind: 

For  as  t’attempt  great  things,  all  elfe  deteft, 

A generous  emulation  fpurres  the  fprite; 

So  vaine  ambition  blinds  the  courage  quite. 
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Whilft  of  th’illuftrious  Hues  thou  look’ft  the  ftorie, 
Abhorre  thofe  T yrants  that  ftill  fwim’d  in  bloudj 
And  follow  thofe,  that  to  their  endlefle  glorie, 

High  in  their  fubieds  loue  by  vertue  flood. 

O ! be  like  him,  who  on  a time  was  forie, 

Becaufe,  while  as  he  chanc’d  to  do  no  good, 

There  hapned  but  one  day  for  to  expire: 

That  was  the  worlds  delight,  the  heau’ns  defirc. 
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But  as  fome  gaine  great  dates  by  being  humaine. 
Some  through  their  lenitielofe  what  they  haue. 
Engl, i ads  fixe  Henry  could  not  Iiueand  raigne, 

But  being  fimple  ,dia  huge  foiles  rcceaue: 

And  Scipioes  armie  mutined  in  S paint. 

That  through  his  gentlenefle  their  charge  did  Ieaue. 
O ! to  the  ftate  it  brings  great  profit  oft, 

For  to  be  whiles  feuere,  and  not  ftill  foft. 
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To  guide  his  Couriers  warely  through  theskie, 

HaiTt  PhcebwA'xdi  his  Phaeton  require, 

Saying,  from  the  ftraight  way  if  he  fwaru’d  by. 

The  heau’ns  would  burne,or  th  earth  would  be  on  fire. 

So  doth  twixt  two  Extremes  each  vertuelie, 

To  which  the  pureft  fprites  ought  to  afpire: 

He  lines  mod  furc  that  no  extreame  doth  touchy 
Nothing  would  be  too  litie,  nor  too  much. 

^5 

Some  kings,  whom  all  men  did  in  hatred  hold, 

Whofe  breafts  with  auaritious  thoughts  were  torne. 

As  wretch’d  Fefpajian  fought  to  gather  gold 
By  bafeand  abieft  meanes,thatbraue  minds  (come. 

Such  whilft  they  feeke  not  f haue  their  greed  control’dj 
But  how  they  may  their  treafuries  adorne, 

Are,  though  like  Crcefw  rich,  whil’ft  wealth  them  blinds. 
Yet  ftillas  poore  as  lrm  in  their  minds. 
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And  fome  againe  as  foolifh  fancies  moue, 

That  praife  without  diferetion  do  purfue. 

In  Head  of  liberal!,  prodigall  do  proue* 

Then  whilft  their  treafures  they  exhaufted  view. 

With  Subfidies  their  fubieds  do  commoue , 

And  fpoile  whole  realmes  for  to  enrich  a few, 

Whilft  with  authorise  their  pride  they  cloake, 

That  ought  to  die  byfmoake  for  felling  fmoake, 
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But  6 the  Princcnioftloath’d  in  euery  land. 

It’s  one  that’s  giuen  toluft,  who  hardly  can 
Free  from  fome  great  mifehiefe  a long  time  ftand^ 

For  all  the  world  his  deeds  with  hatred  fcan. 

Should  he  that  hath  the  honour  to  command 
The  nobleft  creature  (great  Gods  image)  man, 
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Be  to  the  vileft  vice,  thebafcftflaue. 

The  bodies  plague,  fbules  death,  and  honors  grauc  i 
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Th  vnnaturall  monfter,  that  retir’d  apart, 

Amongfi:  his  concubines  began  to  fpinne, 

Tooke  with  the  habite  too  a womans  heart, 

And  ended  that  which  ?iinus  did  begin. 

Faint-hearted  Xerxes , that  did  gifts  impart 
To  them  that  could  deuife  new  waies  to  finne, 

Though  back’t  with  worlds  of  men  in  th’enemies  fight, 
Had  not  the  courage  for  to  fee  them  fight. 

Thus  doth  (oft  pleafure  but  abafe  the  mind, 

And  making  one  to  feruile  thoughts  defeend, 

Doth  make  the  bodie  weake,  the  iudgement  blind, 

A hatefull  life,  an  ignominious  end.- 
Where  thofe  that  did  this  raging  tyrant  bind 
With  vertues  chaincs,  their  triumphes  to  attend, 

Haue  by  that  meanes  a greater  glorie  gain’d. 

Then  all  the  vi&ories  that  they  attain’d. 
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The  valorous  Perfian  that  refus’d  t’haue  gaz’d 
Vpon  Panthers  beauties,  f eafe  his  toiles, 

His  glorie  by  that  continencie  rais’d. 

More  then  by  Baby  Ions  and  Lidiacs  fpoiles  : 

The  Macedonian  Monarke  was  more  prais’d. 

Then  for  triumphing  ore  fo  many  foiles, 

That  of  his  greateft  foe  (though  beauteous  feene) 

He  chaftly  entertain’d  thecaptiu’d  Queene. 
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Thus  haue  ftil-gaz’d-at  Monarkes  much  a do, 

That  all  the  worlds  diforders  to  redrefle, 
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Should  (hine  like  to  the  Sunne,  the  which  ftill  lo 
The  more  it  mount  s aloft,  doth  feeme  the  lcffc: 

They  Ihould  with  confidence  go  freely  to. 

And  trufting  to  their  worth,  their  will  exprdTe: 

Not  like  French  Lewis  th’eleuenth,  that  did  maintaine, 
That  who  could  not  diffcmble,  could  not  raigne. 
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But  for  to  guard  their  ftate,  the  ftrongeft  barre. 

And  beft  refuge  in  euery  dangerous  ftorme. 

It  is,  to  be  a gallant  man  of  warre. 

And  t’haue  a heart  t’attempt,  hands  to  pei  forme- 
N ot  that  they  hazard  (hould  their  ftate  too  farre. 

And  to  each  louldiers  courfe  their  courleconforme. 

The  skilfull  Pilots  at  the  rudder  fit: 

Let  others  vfetheir  ftrength,  and  them  their  wit. 

73  * 
In  Mars- his  myfteries  f acquire  renowne, 

It  giues  Kings  glorie,and  afliires  their  place: 

It  breeds  them  a relpe<51  amongft  their  o wne. 

And  makes  their  neighbours  leare  to  lofe  their  grace. 

Still  all  thole  Ihould  ,that  loue  to  keepe  their  crowne. 

In  peace  prepare  for  warre,  in  warre  for  peace: 

For  as  all  feare  a Prince  that  dare  attempt, 

The  want  of  courage  brings  one  in  contempt. 
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And  (royall  Of-fpring)  that  haft  caulet’afpire. 

As  one  to  whom  thy  birth  high  hopes  affign’d. 

This  well  becomes  the  courage  of  thy  Sire, 

That  traines  thee  vp  according  to  thy  kind. 

He,  though  the  world  his  prolp’rous  raigneadmire, 

In  which  his  fubieifts  fuch  a comfort  find. 

Hath  ('ifoncemou’d  thebloudieart  t’imbrace) 

That  wit  for  to  make  warre,  which  now  keepes  peace. 

And 
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Ando  how  this  (deare  Prince)  the  people  charmcs, 
That  flocke  about  thee  whiles  in  rauifh’d  bands, 

T o fee  thee  young,  yet  manage  lo  thine  armes, 

And  haue  Mincruaes  mind,  Rellonaes  hands. 

This  exercife  thy  tender  courage  warmes; 

And  ftill  true  greatnelfe  but  by  vertue  Hands  : 
t^tgefilaus  laid,  no  King  could  be 
More  great,  vnlefle  more  vertuous,  then  he. 
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Although  that  all  of  thee  great  things  expedt. 

Thou  as  too  litle  mak’ft  their  hopes  alham’d: 

As  he  that  on  olymfus  did  detect 

The  famous  Tbcbansi oote,his  bodiefram’d: 

By  thy  beginnings  lb  we  may  colled. 

How  great  thy  worth  by  time  may  be  proclaim’d : 

For  who  thy  aCtions  doth  remarke,  may  lee. 

That  there  be  many  Cafars  within  thee. 

11  . 

Though  many  a realme  by  long  experience  finds. 

That  all  the  greatell  blelfings  peace  imparts, 

As  that  which  to  good  order  all  men  binds ; 

Y et  breeds  this  I lle,ftill  populous  in ..  oarts. 

Such  vigorous  bodies,  and  luch  rcftlefi-  minds. 

That  they  difdaine  t’imbraceMechanickcartS5 
And  being  haughtie  cannot  Hue  in  reft : 

Y ea,  t’hold  fuch  idle,  it’s  a dangerous  peft. 
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Earn  prudent  Cato  told  in  lome  few  howres, 

What  danger  to  the  Romaines  did  redound. 

While  as  they  raz’d  the  Carthaginian  towres; 

By  which,  while  as  they  flood,  ftill  meanes  were  found 
With  others  harmes  to  exercile  their  powers; 

The  want  whereof  their  greatnelfe  did  confound. 
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For  when  no  more  with  forraine  foes  imbroifd. 
Straight  with  inteftine  warres  the  ftate  was fpoil’d. 
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No,  fince  this  foyle  that  in  great  fprites  abounds, 

Can  hardly  nurce  her  nurcelings  all  in  peace, 

T hen  let  vs  keep;  her  bofome  free  from  wounds, 

And  fpend  our  f urie  in  fbme  forraine  place. 

There  is  no  wall  can  limitc  now  our  bounds. 

But  all  the  world  will  need  walles  in  fhort  fpace, 

T’hold  backc  our  troupes  from  feizing  on  new  thrones : 
The  marble chaire  rauft  pafTe  the  Ocean  once. 
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What  furour  ore  my  iudgement  doth  preuailef 
Me  thinkes  I fee  all  th’earth  glaunce  with  our  armes, 

And  groning  Neptune  charg’d  with  many  a faile: 

I heare  the  thundring  trumpet  found  thalarmcs, 

Whilft  all  the  neighbring  nations  do  looke  pale- 
Such  fudden  feare  each  panting  heart  difarm  es, 

To  foe  thofo  martiall  minds  together  gone. 

The  Lion  and  the  Leopird  in  one. 
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I ( Henrie) hope  with  this  mine  eyes  to  feed, 

Whilft,  ere  thou  wearft  a crowne,thou  wear  ft  a fhield. 

And  when  thou  making  thoufands  for  to  bleed. 

That  dare  behold  thy  count  nance  and  notyeeld, 

Sturres  through  the  bloudie  duft  a foaming  fteed, 

An  interefted  witneffo  in  the  field, 

I may  amongft  thofo  bands  thy  Grace  attend. 

And  be  thy  Homer, when  the  warres  do  end. 
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But  ftay,  where  flieft  thou  (Mufo)fo  farre  aftray  i 
And  whilft  aflfeftion  doth  thy  courfe  command, 

Dares  thusabouethy  reachattempta  way, 

To  fin  g to  th’Heire  of  0/ Ibions  warlike  land. 

Who 
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Who  gotten  hath, his  generous  thoughts  t’array 
A Roy  all  gift  out  ofa  Royallhand; 

And  hath  before  his  eyes,  that  type  of  worth. 

That  ftarre  of  Rate,  that  Pole  that  guides  the  North. 
*3 

Yet  ore  thy  father  lo  (fuch  is  thy  fate) 

Thou  haft  this  vantage,  that  may  profite  thee. 

An  orphan’d  Infant  fetled  in  his  feate. 

He  greater  then  himfelfe  could  ncuer  fee: 

Where  thou  maift  learne  by  him  the  art  of  State,  - 
And  by  another  what  thy  felfe  fhould’ft  be; 

Whil’ft  that  which  he  hadoncly  but  heard  told. 
Thou  may’ft  practis’d  in  all  his  courfe  behold. 
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And  this  aduantage  long  mought  thou  retaine. 

By  which  to  make  thee  bleft  the  heau’ns  confpire; 

And  labour  of  his  woorth  to  make  thy  game. 

To  whole  perfections  thou  maift  once  afpire.- 
When  as  thou  (hew’ft  thy  felfe,  whil’ft  thou  doft  raigne, 
A Sonne  that’s  worthie  offo  great  a Sire, 

And  with  his  Scepters,  and  the  peoples  harts, 

Doft  ftill  inherite  his  Heroicke  parts. 
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